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Welcome to another year of exciting 
happenings at Shepherd’s Arms.  It is so 
good to know of your continuing interest, 
support, and prayers for such a worthwhile 
venture.  These children are the future of 
the Philippines.  Equipping and 
empowering them is so strategic.  Be 
urgent in praying for their leaders – Cris 
and Marci - who care for them, for Martin 
and Amy who lead the work, and for those 
who stand with them in the Philippines. 
 
News From Martin & Amy 

 
Since the last newsletter (November 2011) 
let me share with you some of the 
highlights of the past 2 months at the 
orphanage.  The lead up to Christmas as 
always was a most exciting time for the 
children with anticipation of a special 
party, games and food they don't normally 
have, and of course that possibility of 
receiving their own gift. To all those who 
made this possible a big thank you from 
the kids.  
December was bitter sweet for all as 3 of 
the older children left to venture into the 
world of employment. Of course it’s  
positive to see them go and pursue their 
career but also a feeling of loss after they 
had been with us so long. Our 
management team continue to do a 
wonderful job shaping and moulding the 
lives of these precious children and 
teaching skills that will be useful in years 
to come.  

Our recent piggery business continues to 
be a great help to the needs, and 
expansion is planned for more breeding 
sows to increase our production. If any 
person or group would consider helping 
with our piggery venture it would be so 
appreciated. We believe this is one of the 
ways S/Arms can operate better in its 
desire to be as self sustaining as possible. 
For now we need another 2 sows 
@$NZ700 each sow.  
A huge thank you to my friends and 
partners in NCR Philippines and USA for 
taking time to visit and inspire the kids to 
fulfil their dreams, and for donating 
computers. We are humbled that you 
would make time for this cause. 
I am so grateful for meeting certain 
business professionals who have got 
along side S/Arms to advise and help in a 
very practical way. It has been a privilege 
to draw from their vast experience and to 
see them embrace the work we do helping 
the needy children, and to set up a system 
to support children through their college 
education. An example of this is 4 of the 
older children will start college in June. 
Each child will be sponsored through their 
education and cost of living. After 
receiving their degree they will be given 
employment by a business servicing that 
profession. At that time they will support 2 
children at the orphanage until they leave. 
Of the 4 children 3 already have been 
offered work at the end of their degree 
studies. It’s truly a great feeling knowing 
this is a team effort and the more that get 
on the team the more we can do 
successfully. 
I will be flying back to NZ this month for a 
few medical tests to ensure my health is 
kept in the best shape this month.  
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May you have a great 2012 and we look 
forward to working together to touch the 
lives of the needy. 
 
God bless you all,   
Martin 
 
Prayer Needs 
1. Good health for Staff & children 
2. Projects- Piggery, Poultry, Fishpond, 

Garden  
3. Martin & Amy 
4. Completion of new building 

5. Protection from danger and calamities 

Cris and Marcy Share 
1.  Hello there! Once again we are here 
and so thankful to you all for helping us. 
We are really blessed by your support. 
The children received their Christmas gifts 
and were so very happy because they all 
know somebody really loves them. They 
are growing bigger and taller so our food 
consumption is also getting bigger. It is so 
good to see them healthy and strong. 

  

 

 
2.   The Garden  
This is how our gardens look today. New 
vegetable seeds have been planted, that’s 
why they look empty. We are all 
experiencing great blessing everyday as 
we eat fresh vegetables from our organic 
gardens.  

  
 
3.  The Pig House 
The workers are very busy building a new 
house for our pigs, their numbers are  
increasing and they are also getting 
bigger. This is what it looks like, very 
simple and low cost. 

  
 

4.  Parent’s Visitation 
Last January we had the parents visit their 
kids living in the orphanage. The children 
really enjoyed this because they miss their 
parents so much. Not all the children living 
here have parents though because some 
of them are orphans. 
We joined with the parents during the meal 
and had great fellowship with them. 

  
 
5.  The Pig Rearing Project 
We already have two mother pigs, each of 
these pigs has given birth. We had 21 
piglets. Cris was the one who helped the 
mother pigs deliver their babies. Our goal 
here is to move towards self-sufficiency. 

 
 

   

 

Sponsorship Support 
Would you prayerfully consider whether 
you could provide the sponsorship of 
$30.00 per month to meet the cost of a 
child’s care or talk to a friend who might 
also consider this as a possibility. Ideally 
we look for 2 sponsors for each child.  Just 
email Jin and Fern Phoon at 
info.shepherdsarms@gmail.com if this is 
something you can become involved in 

 

Happy Shepherd’s Arms Children 

  

             


